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Welcome to the Wetlander. 

What a difficult year the Hunter 

Wetlands Centre has had battling 

COVID-19 restrictions! Luckily, a 

small group of volunteers with 

essential worker status was able to 

keep us  go ing do ing s i te 

maintenance, animal feeding as well 

as checking the site for vandalism. 

We were able to re-open to fully 

vaccinated visitors on 11th October. 

The concrete slabs for our new 

maintenance complex have been 

laid; erection of the sheds 

completed and power installed. With 

only a few minor jobs to complete 

this will be a great asset for the 

Wetlands. 

A larger feeding area for our 

F r e c k l ed  Du c ks  ha s  be en 

constructed with the work being 

carried out by Geoff and his band of 

workers. This larger feeding area will 

allow our resident ducks more room. 

A Freckled Duck advisory sign giving 

visitors a history of these strange 

little ducks has been installed 

adjacent to their enclosure. 

The Animal House was opened by 

Elise Pfeiffer on behalf of Glencore. 

What a great facility we now have! 

The animal team has been working 

to ensure our visitors go away with a 

great experience from this facility. A 

new addition to our captive animals 

is a python called Tango 

After a heavy rain event in 

September there was no flooding 

anywhere on site so fingers crossed 

that we have fixed these problems, 

once and for all. 

We have had a visit from four rare 

Radjah Shelducks that seem to have 

made the Wetlands their home. 

Site Projects under way or planned: 

 Green and Golden Bell Frog 

Research Field Site - grants from 

the Communities Environment 

Program, Wettinhall Trust and 

Australian Wildlife Society in 

conjunction with University of 

Newcastle. Tadpoles/froglets 

have been nurtured at the 

university and are scheduled for 

release at the Wetlands shortly. 

 Site Access Track Upgrade -  

donation from TransGrid and an 

Enforceable Undertaking from the 

En v i r o n me n ta l  P r o te c t i on 

Authority. Proposed engineering 

plans have been finalised and 

development approval is being 

determined. When this is 

finalised an upgrade of the main 

access track from the Nardoo 

Gate to the Bush Tucker Garden 

will commence. 

 M a i n t e n a n c e  C o m p l e x  - 

Donations from Glencore, Orica, 

Port Waratah Coal Services and 

several public donations. This is 

scheduled for completion in 

November 2021 ready for a fit-

out and transfer of maintenance 

crews in early 2022. 

 Bush Tucker Garden signage - 

donation from Port of Newcastle. 

The design of signage showing 

name and indigenous use of 

selected plants is in hand with 

installation expected early 2022. 

 Animal House and Site Signage - 

donation from Glencore. The 

opening of the Animal House and 

the installation of 25 interactive 

signs around the site completed 

this commitment. 

 Nature play areas for children - 

Stage 1 has been completed 

after a donation from Port 

Waratah Coal Services. 

 All Abilities Fishing Platform on 

Iron Bark Creek - donation from 

Recreational Fishing Trust and 

HWCA funds. A group of visitors 

Welcome back to all visitors and volunteers since re -opening on 11 October 2021 
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used the facility as part of a 

Count-Us-In grant from the City of 

Newcastle. 

 Sealing of the entrance road 

through the Nardoo Gate - 

completed with funding by HWCA. 

 Sealing of a section of the 

carpark - completed with HWCA 

funding. 

 Visitor Centre Deck replacement - 

donations from Orica, numerous 

members of the public and HWCA 

funds. Following an unfortunate 

incident the re-decking has 

become an urgent priority and 

work has commenced. 

All in all we have done very well 

given the challenges tossed at us 

and the limitations placed on our 

volunteers because of the NSW 

Health lockdown. 

Finally, without the tireless efforts of 

all our volunteers we would 

accomplish very little. A huge thank 

you to our volunteers who have 

assisted me during this difficult year. 

 

Ken Bayliss CEO 

Hunter Wetlands Centre 
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Christmas Christmas --  New Year HolidaysNew Year Holidays  
The Hunter Wetlands Centre 

will be closed from 

Close of Business on 

Thursday 23rd December 2021 

and will re-open on 

Monday 3rd January 2022 

Happy Holidays 

to all our 

Volunteers 

and Visitors! 

Two kangaroos have taken up residence 

in the Hunter Wetlands Centre grounds 

Ibis at Brambles Pond 
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Well, another eventful six months 

with COVID coming back to bite 

us again causing the Centre to 

close for several more weeks just 

when we thought there was clear 

sky ahead. But, as always, our 

volunteers have worked to keep 

the Centre ticking and improve 

our operations. 

In the last six months the Board has 

had a number of issues to deal with. 

These included continuing to 

improve our Xero accounting 

systems led by our de-facto CFO, Dr 

Mary Greenwood. We have also 

been very grateful to John Ling, a 

retired accountant, assisting us with 

this. 

Mentioning John reminds me that 

there are a number of people who 

quietly assist the Board and the 

Centre operations behind the 

scenes including former Board 

Chairs Chris Prietto who expertly 

handles our Ramsar representation 

and David Crofts who continues to 

be of immense help dealing with 

planning and other matters. 

We are coming up to the end of our 

financial year and twelve months of 

accounts will allow us to examine 

our income streams to see which 

are performing well and where we 

can improve. 

As Ken mentioned in his CEO’s 

report, the new maintenance 

complex is very near completion. 

The Board is now turning its mind to 

the opportunities that consolidation 

of the various workshops and the 

vacated work sheds around the site 

will allow for new or improved 

income streams which enhance or 

support our wetland conservation 

aims. Any suggestions will be 

gratefully received. 

David Crofts has been of great 

assistance to us in dealing with the 

Richmond Vale Rail Trail D.A. 

process. The Wetland Centre 

enthusiastically supports this project 

but had difficulties with the original 

proposal to have a diversion through 

our site. The trail will go past our 

back gate and allow us direct access 

to the broad expanses of Hexham 

Swamp and all the opportunities 

that it may allow us. I addressed the 

Regional Planning Panel on our 

concerns for continued emergency 

access through our back gate and 

our strong desire to have the next 

stage from the Centre to the 

University proceed. The current D.A. 

is due to be determined in the next 

few days. 

We are now also looking at the 

effects the Astra Street dump 

remediation may have on us. 

The old wooden deck over BHP pond 

has served us well for many years 

but it was getting old and tired. It is 

time for a new look at its function 

and design. It has also shown us 

again how our financial reserves 

need to be much more robust to 

give us a better buffer for 

unexpected large expenses. We are 

currently seeking funds for this 

project. 

In the next few months I will lead the 

development of an environmental 

work schedule so that we can 

ensure we are proactive in 

maintaining and improving the 

wetland biodiversity of our site and 

beyond. 

Thank you and Seasons Greetings. 

Dr Peter Nelson 

Chair, 

HWCA Board of Directors 

 

REPORT FROM THE HUNTER WETLANDS BOARD 

CHAIR -  DR PETER NELSON 

Native Rosella Hibiscus heterophyllus. out in flower at the   

Bush Tucker Garden 

One of our male Freckled Ducks with a red and yellow leg   

banding at the Freckled Duck enclosure. 

SOMETHING TO BRIGHTEN UP YOUR DAY 
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Come along and enjoy a cup of 

coffee or a light lunch at our Café 

Café at the Wetlands 
Café Manager Greg Sinclair makes the most beautiful sweets to have 

with your coffee while you watch the birds on the ponds. 

He also caters for weddings, birthdays, conferences and, sadly, for  

funerals and wakes as well. For bookings phone: 040 353 7211 

The café is open from 9.30am to 2.30pm 

SO COME ALONG AND ENJOY! 

In the late eighties Wetlands Centre member, Geoff Winning 

undertook a survey of the flora existing over our 43 hectares. 

This was to provide a reference base prior to commencing any 

restoration of what was then a very degraded site. 

A very large and very old Elaeocarpus obovatus, Northern Blueberry Ash or 

Hard Quandong tree was located along the western perimeter track. 

Anecdotally Ash Island, now part of the Kooragang Island complex, was 

named after the Northern Blueberry Ash. There are some of these old   

Ashes still growing on the Island. 

Over the past two years, the Thursday Mob bush regeneration team has 

been clearing a dense complex of exotic weeds such as Privet, South African    

Olive, Camphor Laurel and Blackberry (plus many more) located on the edge 

of the Ironbark Marsh, check your maps. Once the weeds were more or less, 

probably less under control, they have been replanting the area as Riparian 

Rainforest. Riparian means relating to or adjacent to rivers. 

Members walking the tracks will find this replanting to the north east of the 

First Nation’s totem pole. This carved pole recognizes the Pambalong    

people who lived in the area. The Pambalong bird icon was the White-

bellied Sea-Eagle beautifully carved as a crown atop their monument. 

One of our very keen volunteers, Bruce Tozer, heard the Ash story. He had 

observed a cleared zone along one of the rainforest tracks. Bruce made 

the excellent suggestion to plant a stand of the Ash trees on the edge of a 

track. This would make a ‘must do stop’ for visitors to hear the story of Ash 

Island while looking at the trees. 

So on the 21st of September Bruce, encouraged by Thursday Mob            

on-lookers, planted four of the famous Elaeocarpus obovatus trees. Very 

well suggested Bruce! 

What does the scientific name actually mean. 

Elaeocarpus derives from the Greek and 

means Olive Fruit. Sure enough the fruits look 

like Olives. Obovatus refers to the shape of the 

leaves. 

The trees do grow to a stand out size of 45m. 

The flowers are white and bell shaped, a bit like ballerinas dresses and are 

followed by bright blue 6 to 12 mm long fruit. The Ash’s natural rainforest 

habitat is north from Wyong to Undara Nature Reserve in North Queens-

land. 

Don’t forget if you are out and about, look for the four, at this stage small, 

Ash trees. They have stakes alongside with large orange/red labels! 

PAMBALONG BRUSH AND THE FAMOUS 

ASH TREE - Paddy Lightfoot 

Bruce Tozer, with Peter Wood and Peter 

Franklin 

Pambalong planting site 

Peter Wood, Steve Wisniewski and Peter 

Franklin on site ready to plant 

Obovate leaf shape and fruit 
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An Environmental Trust Grant of $72,177 was approved 

in 2016 for three years, but was extended to April 2021 

due to COVID-19 and other issues. 

Criteria for the Grant: 

 Restore 3 hectares of endangered ecological communi-

ties of freshwater wetlands in a RAMSAR wetland. 

 Increase the foraging habitat for vulnerable Magpie Geese 

and other onsite species 

 Weeding and propagation of 9,000 tube-stock to improve 

wildlife foraging 

 Control of fox and feral cats to reduce predation on     

wildlife 

Achievements: 

1. Removed the majority of torpedo grass, a virulent grass 

 that is difficult for water-birds to forage in, from around 

 BHP and Brambles ponds. 

2. Propagated and planted approximately 3,000 Melaleuca 

 tube-stock in Melaleuca Swamp to replace the trees      

 damaged by the extensive number of Egrets and Ibis 

 nesting in them. 

3. Contributed to repairing our predator-proof fence     

 following the major storm of November 2020. 

4. Contributed to repairing the Freckled Duck enclosure 

 following the same storm. 

5. Held on-site training and planting activities for high 

 school group in 2020, no additional activities could be 

 held due to COVID-19. 

6. Engaged community by producing brochures and holding 

 educational days to raise awareness of the fragility of  

 wetlands, of HWCA’s RAMSAR status and types of birds on

 site. 

7. With regular inspections, use of wildlife cameras and fast 

 response, the predator attacks on wildlife have been    

 virtually eliminated. 

The New South Wales Environmental Trust was very helpful 

and understanding following our transfer to volunteer     

management and effects of COVID-19 which necessitated 

requests for variations and extensions to the grant. 

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GRANT  

Barry Horvath 

Image 1. Wetland to be regenerated and revegetated to   

provide foraging habitat for Magpie Goose. 

Image: Sharon Postlethwaite 

Image 2. Fox predation upon young egret in Melaleuca 

Swamp. Image: Mary-Anne Addington 

Image 3. Young Egrets in colonial nesting atop a Paperbark 

Tree. The prescence of the nesting colony is a basis for 

HWCA’s Ramsar status Image: Bill Landenberger 

Image 5. Reed Bed Phragmites australis at HWCA to be 

weeded & regenerated. Tube stock plants constituting Fresh-

water Wetlland EEC to be selectively infilled post weeding. 

Habitat for Australasian Bittern. Image: Stuart Blanch 

Image 4. Open water to be regenerated and revegetated with 

waterplants. Image: HWCA image library 
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VISITOR CENTRE ARTS 

SPACE REPORT 
Mark Kempton 

The 2021 Exhibition calendar experienced            

interruptions due to COVID-19 closures. As a result, 

the Rod Bathgate exhibition was extended till the 

end of October. It was a shame that the number of 

visitors was impacted as this was an outstanding 

exhibition of Wetlands images from an outstanding 

Newcastle artist. 

Rob Spedding is the current artist whose work is on    

display till November 26th. Rob’s intricate use of colour 

pencil render his wetland images very lifelike under the 

gallery lights. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there was no 

opening event, but this is an exhibition not to be missed. 

Karen Bloomfield will hold her exhibition in December, to 

conclude 2021. This talented artist brings a                 

contemporary perspective to images of the Wetlands. 

The attached calendar lists the exhibitions scheduled for 

2022. Hopefully next year we will be able to operate   

under the ‘new normal’. 

My thanks to all the artists and visitors who have        

supported our exhibition program in what has been a 

very trying time. 

2022 HWC EXHIBITION CALENDAR 

 JANUARY - Hugh Cross Group 

 FEBRUARY - Nature Journaling Club 

 MARCH - Lianna Guo, Linc Millar and Danny Giles 

 APRIL - Art Mania Group 

 MAY - Alison Ellis 

 JUNE - Al Amosa 

 JULY - Yvonne Barnett 

 AUGUST - John Earle + Jen Elks Group 

 SEPTEMBER - Sculptors and Printmakers 

 OCTOBER - Jenni Gander Group 

 NOVEMBER - Dorothy Compton 

 DECEMBER - Justin and Deb Goulding 

Mark Kempton 

Arts Coordinator (Volunteer) 

Some of Rob Spedding’s very 

lifelike images of native flora 

We now have three new nature play sites for kids. 

A friendly lizard named Naruta (Awabakal for lizard); a 

winged creature inspired by our Magpie Geese and a 

play area with a tepee shelter, activity table and ropes to 

draw kids in to build their own play around this space. All 

three installations are located around Brambles Pond 

and are an easy walk from the Visitor Centre. 

All three installations are located around Brambles Pond 

and are an easy walk from the Visitor Centre. 

Timber Creations Nature Play designed the play       

equipment from reclaimed native timbers. 

Thanks to Port Waratah Coal Services for funding this 

great project - the kids love it!. 

NATURE PLAY FOR KIDS 

Children playing on Naruta the lizard 

Printmakers exhibition 
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ANIMAL HOUSE 

A Glencore Community Project  

Our new Animal House was officially opened on 

29th June 2021. 

When we developed the art space upstairs in the Visitor 

Centre in 2019, the frogs, blue-tongues and eel were 

relocated to a less than ideal environment, in a corridor 

downstairs. Now, thanks to support from Glencore, they 

are on display in a new accessible Animal House. 

And the exciting news is, we can now add more animals. 

Already we have added two Pygmy Bearded Dragons, 

another Blue-tongue and a tiny and very cute Eastern 

Long-necked Turtle. 

Many of the animals we have on display are ‘rescued’ 

animals. Our new Blue-tongue comes to us from      

Mayfield Vet where he was handed in after being       

attacked by a dog. He has recovered well but could not 

be released back into the wild. 

Look closely at the Pygmy Bearded Dragons. You will 

notice that one is missing a front foot. It was bitten off 

in a fight with another Bearded Dragon. 

Theresa Purnell painting the outside of the Animal House 

Support the Hunter Wetlands Centre by doing your Christmas Shopping here! 

Gift Vouchers Gift Vouchers Gift Vouchers ---   give an experiencegive an experiencegive an experience   

Membership – 15 months for $20 

Free entry into the Hunter Wetlands Centre for 1 adult and any school aged children or grandchildren  

accompanying them. Valid from 1 December 2021 to 31 March 2022 

A Day out at the Wetlands – entry and canoe hire for a family - $50 

Experience the magic of wetlands from the water as you explore picturesque Ironbark Creek in your own 

two or three-person canoe. Paddle your way along the meandering 2km trail through the tranquil coastal 

rainforest. 

Includes: canoe hire for two adults and two children over 4 years for 2 hours. 

Conditions apply 

Entry and canoe hire for two adults - $35 

Explore the Wetlands on a Guided Buggy Tour – entry and 30 minute buggy                              

tour for a family - $40 

Our friendly, experienced buggy driver will take you to all the best bits of the Wetlands. 

Includes: buggy tour for two adults and two children. 

Entry and buggy tour for two adults - $25 

Sponsor a Freckled Duck 

By sponsoring one of our Freckled Ducks you’re helping to protect one of the world’s rarest ducks. 

Sponsorships from $20 include a sponsorship certificate. 

For more information visit our website https://wetlands.org.au/get-involved/ 

Gift Vouchers can be ordered and paid for in person or by phone. 

Your voucher can be emailed to you, or you can collect it from reception. 

Vouchers require 5 working days. 

OR 

Drop in and select a gift from the range of products in our Gift Shop 

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS AT THE HUNTER WETLANDS CENTRE 
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During lockdown four rare visitors to the Hunter 

Region decided that the Wetlands Centre was a 

very safe place to stay. 

On August 29th staff member Peter Mateer was        

surprised to see four different white birds with a dark 

back in amongst the black and white Magpie Geese. He 

soon established they weren’t Magpie Geese and 

worked out that they were indeed Radjah Shelducks. 

Members of Hunter Bird Observers Club (HBOC) had 

spotted them earlier in the month on Hexham Swamp. 

All of the four birds are adults as they have a totally 

white head, where juveniles have grey flecks on their 

head 

The rarity of these birds in the Hunter is spelt out in the 

HBOC Annual Bird Report which classes it as a Category 

3, which means it is a vagrant in the region. When the 

centre reopened keen birdwatchers flocked in to see 

this rare bird and count it on their life list. Before this, 

the previous sightings of them in our region were of a 

pair in the Bulahdelah Region from 2005 for several 

years. 

The reason that they are considered a rare sighting in 

the Hunter is that the normal range for this species is 

the far north of Queensland and the Northern Territory 

although they have been reported at various sites in 

Northern NSW over the years. A single bird was also 

spotted on the Central Coast in August this year, which 

is even more south than our birds. The name shelduck 

refers to larger ducks which usually have variegated 

plumage. The “sheld” comes from old English meaning 

“pied” 

Apparently the Bulahdelah birds enjoyed being fed by 

campers. Our birds have certainly settled onto           

Gilligans’s Island and enjoy helping themselves to the 

Magpie Geese food from time to time. 

They are still there in November, it will be interesting to 

see how long they stay around! 

 

Notes: 

The Radjah Shelduck forms long-term pair-bonds, and is 

usually encountered in lone pairs or small flocks. During 

the wet season the males commonly become very      

irritable, and have been observed attacking their mates. 

The diet consists mainly of molluscs, insects, sedge     

materials and algae. Pairs start searching for nesting 

sites during the months of January and February. They 

nest close to their primary food source, often in the    

hollow limbs of trees, which makes habitat destruction a 

particular issue. 

The Radjah Shelduck does not use nesting materials   

except for some self-supplied down feathers. Egg-laying 

is usually done by May or June, but depends on the    

extent of the wet season. The clutches range from 6 to 

12 eggs. Incubation time is about 30 days. 

(Courtesy of Wikipedia) 

RADJAH SHELDUCKS AT THE 

WETLANDS CENTRE 

Margaret Stewart 
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Prior to last year’s shut-down of the HWCA due to 

COVID, we undertook the task of removing all of the 

old timber sign posts from around the site. 

The aluminium finger signs were cleaned, and        

straightened, and a further set of signs were ordered to 

give more directions. Steel posts replaced the timber 

ones. During the quiet weeks of few volunteers and no 

visitors, the refurbished old finger signs and the new   

additions were bolted on to the increased posts. Once 

we had re-opened, the grounds were made more        

negotiable by the signs placed at key intersections. 

After the HWCA had returned to normal operations, a 

group of Tuesday volunteers took on the project of       

installing twenty-four interpretation signs around the 

site. These A2-sized images conveyed information about 

key aspects of the wetlands such as the pond life, the        

secretive Australasian Bittern, the estuary waterway, the 

predator proof fence, the fishing platform, the rainforest, 

the egret colony, the fauna and flora on site, and the   

history of our ponds. These were co-authored and        

designed by Carolyn Gillard and Jess Jones. They now 

represent a comprehensive coverage of themes of      

interest throughout our 42 hectares. 

At the same time, brother sister team, Louise and Ryan 

Wills, who had already designed and constructed our 

educational reception area, were contracted to create 

two large information signs on the Green and Golden 

Bell Frogs and, later, the Freckled Ducks. These artistic 

presentations are now drawcards by the main ponds 

and the Freckled Duck shelter. Like the interpretation 

signs, these also have interactive features in QR codes 

which link to more information. 

A further 24 smaller A4-sized signs are currently in the 

development stage for our Bush Tucker Garden. Once 

again, Jess Jones has created eye-catching designs to 

impart the useful information about selected economical 

plants for First Nations peoples. These will be a useful 

tool for visitors guiding themselves around our            

exemplary native plant garden. QR codes are to be     

included on these signs too, enabling further information 

about the plants to be sourced. 

We also plan to soon undertake research into locations 

for “you are here” themed signage. These will likely be 

placed at iconic locations which represent the big      

picture of our conservation area. 

And the loved and faded billboard off the roundabout on 

Sandgate Road is also in our sights for a movement and 

a makeover! 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES  

Geoff Nicholls 

One of the smaller 

signs about plants with 

QR codes 

Large interpretive sign near the Freckled Duck enclosure 

Volunteers and visitors will be able to view the 

magnificent Maintenance Complex adjacent to the 

Green and Golden Bell Frog Research Area that 

has been constructed following an arson attack in 

May 2020. 

This has been possible due to the tremendous support 

provided by the community and sponsors which has 

enabled the Wetlands to continue operating with       

replacement plant, vehicles, equipment and money. 

The building is complete and we now have to finalise 

the fitting-out and security with occupation planned for 

the start of 2022. 

Major sponsors of the Maintenance Complex are     

Glencore, Orica and Port Waratah Coal Services, who 

we gratefully acknowledge. 

NEW MAINTENANCE COMPLEX  

Barry Horvath 
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THE RIGHTS OF WETLANDS 

Christine Prietto 

HWCA Ramsar Officer 

Water Ribbon Swamp at the 

Hunter Wetlands Centre 

 

In October I represented Hunter 

Wetlands Centre at the 11th 

INTECOL International Wetlands             

Conference, held virtually from 

Christchurch NZ. 

The theme of the conference was 

“Traditional Knowledge &            

Innovative Science In Wetland          

Research & Management”. 

Approximately 470 participants from 

28 countries, representing a wide 

range of expertise in wetland science, 

Indigenous knowledge, technology, 

policy, and management met and   

collaborated at the virtual conference. 

The programme offered 9 concurrent 

sessions with 40 plus speakers in 

each session representing wetland 

issues in many countries. I was a    

registered participant for the            

conference and also worked with    

Karen Denyer from National Wetlands 

Trust NZ and Chris Rostron from    

Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) 

UK to run a workshop on getting     

people into wetlands on Day 2 of the           

conference. 

This was my first experience of an 

online conference of this scale and in 

spite of the minor time management 

challenges and the more major      

challenge of doing other things on the 

side while you are listening, I did   

manage to catch a large number of 

presentations. 

As expected there was a good          

selection of wetland experts from    

Australia on the program. As most   

p r e s e n t e r s  s u p p l i e d  t h e i r             

presentations as pre-recorded items, I 

am hoping that it is possible to find a 

way to share some of these      

throughout 2022 and I will be         

exploring how this might be done. Of 

particular interest for HWCA were the 

two presentations from Mark        

Bachmann from the Nature Glenelg 

Trust in Victoria, where they have used 

community participation and robust 

sand-bag walls to control the flow of 

water across an old lake system for 

the purpose of restoring the wetlands 

that used to occur there. Their efforts 

have led to a return of wetlands and 

birdlife the local residents have not 

seen for many years. 

Conferences of this nature and size 

often introduce and finalise a          

declaration and this was the case in 

Christchurch, where they introduced 

and formally adopted the Ōtautahi 

Declaration of Wetlands, including 

three resolutions: 

1. Resolution to Promote the 

Rights of Wetlands 

2. Resolution to Address the 

Global Climate Emergency 

3. Resolution to Support a Global 

Indigenous  Water Science 

and Wetlands Network 

The most unique of these is the Rights 

of Wetlands resolution. This represents 

a new approach to conservation, 

sometimes referred to as the Laws of 

Nature approach. It is fitting that NZ 

was the setting for this declaration as 

in 2017, in a world-first, the awarding 

of legal status to a New Zealand river 

as a living entity was passed into law, 

granting the river the same legal rights 

as a human being. The local Māori 

tribe of Whanganui in the North Island 

had fought for the recognition of their 

river, the third-largest in New Zealand, 

as an ancestor for 140 years. 

Protection of nature has taken many 

forms with the early declaration of  

protected areas such as National 

parks in many countries. Led by 

unique nature of a place or iconic   

species  occurring there. Management 

of these systems was often designed 

to protect those characteristics while 

allowing people to experience the 

place and the species. Even when  

conservation principles underpin  

management, they can often be    

compromised by shifting priorities for 

that place or for those species or for 

the human population livelihoods may 

depend on that place. The rights of 

nature approach may have emerged 

from a sense of frustration among 

conservation focused individuals that 

in spite of  efforts over so many years, 

habitat loss continues. Rather than 

getting people to stand up for nature 

protection, this new approach aims to 

give rights to nature itself and embed 

those rights into law. 

The Rights of Wetlands Declaration is 

freely accessible online and both    

individuals and organisations are    

invited to view the declaration and find 

out more about it or sign the            

declaration by visiting: 

https://www.rightsofwetlands.org/ 
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BECOME A MEMBER OF THE HUNTER 

WETLANDS CENTRE 

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP NOW JUST $20 
Membership is from 

1st December 2021 to 31st March2023 
Membership includes unlimited entry into the Wetlands for 

members and their school-age children/grandchildren 

accompanying them (except for special events). 

You can pay for Membership at the Visitor Centre or online at our 

website: 

www.wetlands.org.au 
SO COME ALONG AND JOIN NOW!!! 

HELP!! 
We are asking for help to keep our great Wetlands 

functioning. We need some more volunteers in the 

following areas: 

Weekend Reception, Mechanic, 

Grounds Maintenance Supervisors, Cleaning 

If you can give a small amount of time to us we 

would be most grateful. Don’t forget we are run  

solely by volunteers so we need your support to 

share the work of maintaining this important site. 

Inductions Wednesday at 10.30am 

ring and book 

THANK YOU 

 

 
A big thank you to My Community Pharmacy Shortland for 

their support of the Hunter Wetland Centre volunteers. 

Please support this local business 

My Community Phamacy 

310 Sandgate Road, Shortland 

BRING SOME BLUE INTO YOUR GARDEN - BLUE FLAX LILY 

Blue Flax Lily - Dianella Caerulia 
Description: A plant which keeps growing from year to 

year. It forms mats and grows to 0.5 m high and 

spreads to 0.3 m across. The stem is erect and the 

leaves are long and strap like. They clasp the stem at 

the base. They can be 75 cm long with rough edges. 

The flowers are blue in loose clusters at the ends of 

branches. The flowers are star shaped. The fruit is 

shiny blue berries. They are 7 to 12 mm long. 

Edible Uses: Fruit – raw or cooked. The fruit is up to 

1.5 cm in diameter. Roots – The length of the        

rhizomes are pounded and roasted. 

Berries are edible and tasty. They have a texture very 

similar to a Lillypilly fruit, so kind of spongy and 

crunchy, with a fairly subtle flavour. 

Birds love them so you have to get in quick to get some when they happen! 

They fruit best in years with more rain. 

Notes: In spring and summer, Dianellas develop long slim flower stems, which hang suspended on slender stems 

and carry spires of tiny star-shaped blooms in shades of purple, lavender and blue. The slightest breeze sets 

them gently bobbing and swaying. These stems can be trimmed off after flowering to keep the plant tidy, and   

encourage more growth in the leaves, but it's not essential 

From the Australian Native Plants Society 

Personal Observation 

Plant in an area of the garden that gets a lot of     

sunshine. Also plant where it will not escape into 

your lawn, as once established it will send out      

runners and spread. But, what a marvellous display 

of small blue flowers in Spring. Plant with Lomandra, 

they don’t mind the competition. Old growth needs to 

be cut back to allow for new growth. You can easily 

pull up the new runners and plant them elsewhere or 

share them around with others! 

 Denis Hilder - Volunteer 

Massed planting of Dianella at the Wetlands Centre 

Flowers Berries 
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HUNTER WETLANDS CENTRE 

1 Wetland Place, Shortland NSW 2307 

PO Box 66, Shortland NSW 2287 

Open 9am to 4pm - 7 Days 

Phone: 4951 6466     Email: hwca@wetlands.org.au      Website: www.wetlands.org.au 

Café at the Wetlands - Open 9.30am to 2.30pm - 7 Days     Phone: 040 353 7211 

Daily activities: 

 Dip-netting  Pond bird feeding  Self guided tours 

 Canoe hire,  Animal House  Children's playground 

Guided walks for groups and buggy tours can be booked in 

advance. Free guided walks Tues. 10am & Sat. 10.30am 

School Holidays 

 Special activities are organised for children during school 

holidays. Check our website for details. 

If you need further information please contact the Hunter 

Wetlands Centre by phone, email or check our website 

Our Supporters, Partners and Sponsors 

 

Lions Club 

of Jesmond 

 

HWC Staff Directory: 

 CEO:  .......................................... Kenneth Bayliss 

 Chairman: .................................. Peter Nelson 

 Officer Manager: ........................ Val Noake 

 Accounts Payable/Receivable: .. Christine Pozywio 

 Functions Coordinator: .............. Frances Grandidge

 Landcare Coordinator:  .............. Paddy Lightfoot 

 Wedding Co-ordinator: ............... Jenny Castles 

 Wetlander Editors:  .................... Denis Hilder 

  ................................................... Lenore Horvath 

DONATIONS 
June to November 2021 

 

Our thanks go to all these people and groups. 

The HWC is always grateful for donations, big or small: 

WETLANDS MEMBERSHIP 

Join our wonderful wetlands! 

New Membership cost is only $20 per adult 

per year with unlimited entry  

1985 1985 --  20212021  
Celebrating 36 yearsCelebrating 36 years  

Garth Martin 

Doug Lithgow 

J & A Cullen 

S J Wood 

P V Lightfoot 

Lions Club of Mayfield/ 

Waratah 

Janice Herder 

David Jack 

Diane Holiday 

Dale Ivison 

AJF Holdings P/L 

Sue Homerlein 

Hume Bank W Albury 

Dr A Keyworth 

Coralie Wilson 

John Mills 

Sonia Hornery 

Lenore Horvath 

 

Also thanks to the many anonymous small donations 

that come from the Donation Box and Freckled Duck. 

It all helps! 

http://jesmond.nsw.lions.org.au/
http://hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au/

